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Forest Preserve District of Cook County

Volunteer Resources
www.fpdccVolunteers.org


December 31, 2009
Dear Cook County High Schools and Organizations:
You are invited to join the Volunteers In Preserves (VIP) program with the Forest Preserve District of Cook County. Get involved and offer your students a variety of exciting service-learning and outdoor classroom experiences in the Preserves. Teens can discover nature and learn new skills, while earning volunteer hours and making a difference in their community. 
The High School Volunteer Program aims to:

· Raise awareness about the essential role young people play in environmental conservation, restoration, and in preserving our natural resources
· Spark student interest in nature and in volunteering in their communities
· Engage young people and encourage exploration and learning in the Preserves through well-rounded, meaningful stewardship activities
· Mentor and build a continuing relationship with students who show interest in environmental careers
· Create a network of support that connects partners to a community of science and nature 

· Provide resources for partners including educational materials, training, and funding for project supplies and transportation
Your students can join thousands of volunteers already learning and working in 68,000 acres of nature in Cook County. It is easy to become a VIP. Simply fill out the attached VIP Registration Form and return it to Volunteer Resources (Cassie Hatzfeld – chatzfeld@cookcountygov.com).
As a liaison, you will receive occasional E-mail updates with VIP opportunities, including new volunteer workdays, special projects, and events. We ask that you promote volunteering and distribute VIP information to teens and adults in your school or organization.
We look forward to partnering with you. Please feel free to contact me with questions and thank you for giving your students a chance to Get Outside, Get Active, and Give Back. 
Sincerely, 

Cassie Hatzfeld
Forest Preserve District of Cook County, Volunteer Resources

High School Volunteer Program Coordinator

(773) 631-1790 x17  

chatzfeld@cookcountygov.com
Volunteers in Preserves (VIP) Registration Form
General Information
School:      
Street:       City:      
Zip:      
Main Office Phone #:      
Administrator:      
Cook County Commissioner District (1-17):      
Have your students volunteered in the Forest Preserves in the past?      
If yes, where did they volunteer?      
VIP Liaison Contact Information

Name:      
Office  Phone #:      


Extension      
Cell Phone #:      
E-mail:      
Fax #:      
Please E-mail this form to:
Cassie Hatzfeld at chatzfeld@cookcountygov.com



















Matthew Bieszczat Volunteer Resource Center   6100a North Central Ave / Chicago, IL 60646 / p 773.631.1790 / f 773.792.0539
Southland Volunteer Resource Center   12474 West 111th Street / Lemont, IL 60439 / p 630.243.0885 / f 630.243.1071


